
 

Mr David Maxwell Freed 

Master 2021-2022 
 

 
 
David Freed was born and raised in South Wales. He studied at Clifton College in Bristol, subsequently reading 

Law at the University of Nottingham. This period was punctuated by a year out following a car accident, 

during which time David spent two semesters studying French at the University of Grenoble. 

 

Having qualified, David passed his Bar exams in London before settling in Bristol in 1979 and entering articles 

with a firm of solicitors, before setting up his own practice specialising in commercial property. In 1990, David 

sold the practice to concentrate on his own property interests, going on to set up Deeley Freed Estates with 

Peter Deeley, a Midlands-based contractor and developer.   

 

Over the intervening period, the company has become well known in Bristol and throughout the South West 

for delivering a number of mixed-use regeneration schemes, office buildings and food stores, usually on 

brownfield city centre sites. Not only have these numerous projects been commercially successful, they have 

also made, and continue to make, a valuable contribution to the local community. 

 
Over a 20-year period David, along with his wife Lesley who is also a former lawyer, built a portfolio of 
serviced apartment buildings across the UK before selling the business to Oaktree Capital in 2015.  
 
Alongside a wide range of other commercial property interests, David remains a director and major 

shareholder of Deeley Freed Estates. 

 
His charitable interests include The Park Community Centre in Knowle, which is currently undergoing an 

extensive redevelopment. David has been the Chair of Trustees since 2010; also Norwood, a London-based 

charity that supports over 2,500 people every year who face challenges caused by additional educational 

needs, mental health, wellbeing issues, learning disabilities or autism; and Teenage Cancer Trust which 

provides specialist teenage units in NHS hospitals, as well as training and funding staff to become teenage 

cancer specialists. David is also a governor of Clifton College in Bristol. 

 

David became a member of the Society of Merchant Venturers in 2008 and has served on a number of the 
Society’s committees and sub-committees, including Standing Committee, Investment Strategy Group, 
Finance & Investment Committee and Estates & Property Committee. 
 
David lives in Clifton, Bristol, with his wife Lesley. They have four sons and eight grandchildren.  
 
In his spare time David enjoys sport, particularly cycling, theatre, reading and travelling extensively all over 
the world.  
 

https://www.deeleyfreed.co.uk/
https://theparkcentre.org.uk/
https://www.norwood.org.uk/
https://www.teenagecancertrust.org/
https://www.cliftoncollege.com/
https://www.merchantventurers.com/

