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Giles was born in June 1963 in London. He attended the City of London School where he was
also a Chorister in Her Majesty’s Chapel Royal St James’s Palace. During his time as a Chorister
he sang at the wedding of Princess Anne and Captain Mark Phillips in 1973 and also at HM
Queen’s Silver Jubilee service at St Paul’s Cathedral in 1977. He was also fortunate to sing for
five years at Royal Maundy services, Remembrance services at the Cenotaph and royal family
christenings at Buckingham Palace. He later became Head Crucifer at the Chapel Royal and
officiated at the christening of Prince George at St James’s Palace.
Giles’s musical interest continued through playing the piano and attaining the Associate of the
London College of Music (ALCM). For many years, he was a member of the Lloyd’s Choir and he
still sings in the St Paul’s Cathedral Chorus where he is the Honorary Treasurer.
Giles started working in the Lloyd’s insurance market in 1980 for Janson Green, a longestablished Lloyd’s underwriting firm and qualified as an Associate of the Chartered Insurance
Institute (ACII). He underwrote many Non-Marine insurance classes but specialised as a lead
underwriter in Financial and Professional lines business. In 1996, Janson Green was acquired by
an Investment Trust LIMIT which itself was acquired by QBE in 2000 and Giles continued to
source and underwrite business for these firms. In 2001, he joined Brit Insurance as Head of
Directors’ and Officers’ liability, developing a large book of business worldwide. He has travelled
extensively on business to Asia, Africa, North and South America and Europe during his 40-year
underwriting career. Giles has been Chairman of various Business Panels and Committees in the
Lloyd’s market and retired from Brit in 2020.
Giles became a Freeman of the City of London in 1985, a Freeman of the Worshipful Company
of Makers of Playing Cards in 1995 and a Liveryman of the Company in 1998. He has served the
Company as Court Steward and Chairman of the Social Committee and was elected to the Court
of Assistants in 2015. He is serving as Master for the year 2020/21. His father, Vernon and his
brother, Mark are also both Liverymen of the Company.
Outside of the City, Giles is a Vice President of Southgate Adelaide Hockey Club, where he played
hockey for more than 30 years. He is a keen golfer and a member of Hadley Wood Golf Club and
a member of the Carlton Club. His other interests include skiing, rugby union (watching), travel,
wine and church history.

